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What is a mystery?
“hidden or secret thing, not obvious
to the understanding”

The Mystery of Forgiveness

The Big Reveal
• Paul sees the Gospel as
the reveal of a mystery
long locked up.
“… that I may open my mouth
boldly, to make known the
mystery of the gospel.” Eph 6:19

The Illustration
• To Paul, marriage is an instrument
of reveal.
“For we are members of his body, of his
flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall
a man leave his father and mother, and shall
be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be
one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I
speak concerning Christ and the
church.” Eph 5:30-32

Repentance & Forgiveness
• Jesus saw repentance
& forgiveness of sins as
central to the revealed
mystery.
“Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand
the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it
behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:
And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”
Luke 24:45-47
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What is repentance?

What is forgiveness?

Changing your mind

Releasing debt

from worse to better

Letting go of wrong

Debt

you

Relationships Call for
Forgiveness
Many different relationships
in this life:
◦Father/Mother
◦Husband/Wife
◦Son/Daughter
◦Brother/Sister
◦Coworker
◦Church member
◦Neighbor
◦Friend
◦Acquaintance

Marriage is to be the
most intimate of these
relationships.
◦We are called to be
“one flesh” (Gen 2:24)

Jesus

The closer we get to each other…
The more we bump
into each other...
The more sin is
revealed...
The more
tension this
creates...

And a choice is
given us.

Prerequisite for
Repentance & Forgiveness

“It was
Wednesday
not Tuesday.”

You

Jesus

Repentance in Marriage
She’s right,
it was
Tuesday.

You must
be wrong.
“It was
Tuesday not
Wednesday.”

He’s right, it
was
Wednesday

•Acknowledge your wrong.
•Empathize with your spouse.
•Extend apology.
•Change your mind.
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The Choice of Repentance
Reject repentance and
withdrawal...

OR
Repent and move closer to
each other.

The Choice of Forgiveness
Reject forgiveness and
withdrawal...

OR

Forgiveness in Marriage
•Acknowledge your
spouse’s wrong.
•Empathize with your
spouse.
•Extend favor to your
spouse.
•Release the debt of
your spouse.

Debt

Debt

Everyone wonders…
• Can I be loved
unconditionally?
• Can I be forgiven?
• Can I change for
the better?

Forgive and move closer to
each other.

Paul’s big reveal says
“yes”.
“To whom God would make
known what is the riches of
the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles; which is
Christ in you, the hope of
glory:” Col 1:27

As evidenced in…
Self-Reflection
Homework
Take some time and
reflect on your
marriage and
forgiveness. Circle
at least 4-5 emotions
on the Feeling
Words list that your
spouse may feel
because of your
actions.
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