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Community: 
The necessity of life together 

from 1 Corinthians

"The greatest enemy of 

knowledge is not ignorance, it is 

the illusion of knowledge." 

Daniel J. Boorstin

"It ain't what you don't know that 

gets you into trouble. It's what you 

know for sure that just ain't so.”

Mark Twain

What are our assumptions?
• Does the church have a mission 

or does the mission have a 
church?

• Do people have a church or does 
the church have people?

• Is the church a hospital for the 
saint or a haven for the sinner?

The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your 

people and your father’s household to the land I will show 

you. “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will 

bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will 

curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

Genesis 12:1-3

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:18-20

We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love 

God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 

love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom 

he has not seen. And this commandment we have from him: 

whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

1 John 4:19-21
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Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ 

Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those 

who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:1-10

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him 

in all speech and all knowledge— even as the testimony about Christ was 

confirmed among you— so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait 

for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, 

guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you 

were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:1-10

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be 

no divisions among you, but that you be united in 

the same mind and the same judgment.

1 Corinthians 1:1-10

But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of 

the flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were 

not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, for you are still of the 

flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the 

flesh and behaving only in a human way? For when one says, “I follow 

Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human?

1 Corinthians 3:1-10

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 

assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he 

who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 

He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according 

to his labor. For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building.

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master 

builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. 

Let each one take care how he builds upon it.

1 Corinthians 3:1-10

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit 

dwells in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy 

him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

Corinthians 3:16-17



3/27/2025

3

…So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but 

only God who gives the growth…

…For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple…

“Co-workers, not competitors.”

Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 

leavens the whole lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that you 

may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our 

Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate 

the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

1 Corinthians 5:6-8

Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?

“Holiness is a team sport.”

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. I speak as to sensible 

people; judge for yourselves what I say. The cup of blessing 

that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The 

bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of 

Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one 

body, for we all partake of the one bread.

1 Corinthians 10:14-17

…we who are many are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread…

“One meal, one people, 

one mission.”

But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come 

together it is not for the better but for the worse. For, in the first place, when you 

come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe 

it in part, for there must be factions among you in order that those who are 

genuine among you may be recognized. When you come together, it is not the 

Lord's supper that you eat. For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. 

One goes hungry, another gets drunk. What! Do you not have houses to eat and 

drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have 

nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not.

1 Corinthians 11:17-22
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…for there must be factions among you…

Hard is not wrong.

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot should say, 

“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 

less a part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole 

body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an 

ear, where would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged the members in 

the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would 

the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.

1 Corinthians 12:14-20

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God 

has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, 

and various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 

teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 

speak with tongues? Do all interpret? But earnestly desire the higher 

gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.

1 Corinthians 12:27-31

…there are many parts, yet one body…

Different is necessary.

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, 

I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic 

powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 

have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I 

am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body 

to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

…but have not love, I gain nothing…

Love.
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1. The Cross made us a family

2. Co-workers, not competitors

3. Holiness is a team sport

4. One meal, one people, one mission

5. Hard is not wrong

6. Different is necessary

7. Love

What are our assumptions?
• Does the church have a mission 

or does the mission have a 
church?

• Do people have a church or does 
the church have people?

• Is the church a hospital for the 
saint or a haven for the sinner?

“Those who love their dream of a Christian community more 

than they love the Christian community itself become 

destroyers of that Christian community even though their 

personal intentions may be ever so honest, earnest and 

sacrificial. God hates this wishful dreaming because it makes 

the dreamer proud and pretentious. Those who dream of this 

idolized community demand that it be fulfilled by God, by 

others and by themselves. They enter the community of 

Christians with their demands set up by their own law, and 

judge one another and God accordingly. It is not we who 

build. Christ builds the church. Whoever is mindful to build 

the church is surely well on the way to destroying it, for he 

will build a temple to idols without wishing or knowing it…

We must confess he builds. We must proclaim, he builds. We 
must pray to him, and he will build. We do not know his plan. 
We cannot see whether he is building or pulling down. It may 
be that the times which by human standards are the times of 
collapse are for him the great times of construction. It may be 
that the times which from a human point are great times for 
the church are times when it's pulled down. It is a great 
comfort which Jesus gives to his church. You confess, 
preach, bear witness to me, and I alone will build where it 
pleases me. Do not meddle in what is not your providence. 
Do what is given to you, and do it well, and you will have 
done enough.... Live together in the forgiveness of your sins. 
Forgive each other every day from the bottom of your hearts.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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